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TO FE 


READ E R. 


HIS Letter muſs bave 
been written, as plainly 
appears, about the middle or lat- 
ter end of laſt Summer ; and in 
all probability was deſign d to be 
kept private. But tho it came 
afterwards to be ſeen abroad in 
ſeveral Hands, the Printer con d 
not obtain his Copy till very late- 
ly, or you had bad it more in 


ſeaſon 


A 2 A 


A | 


LETLIER, &c. 


My Lord, 


OW, you are return'd to 
+++ +» and before the | 
Seaſon comes that muſt 20 
engage you in the weigh- 
tier Matters of State; if you care \ 
to be entertaind a while with a ſort 
of idle Thoughts, that pretend only 
ro Amuſement, and have no rela- 
tion to Buſineſs or Affairs, you may 
calt your Eye on what follows; and 


if 


- 
— —— ˙ — 
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if there be any thing inviting, you 
may read it at your leiſure. 


IT has been an eſtabliſh'd Cuſ- 
tom for Poets, at the entrance of 
their Work, to addreſs themſelves 
to ſome Muſe: and this Practice 
of the Antients has gain d ſo much 
Repute, that in our days we find 
it almoſt conſtantly imitated. I 
cannot but fancy however, that this 
Imitation, which paſſes ſo currently 
with other Judgments, muſt at 
{ome time or other have ſtuck a 
little with, your Lordſhip; who is 
us d to examine Things by a better 
Standard than that of Faſhion or 
the common Taſte. You muſt 
certainly have obſervd our Poets 
under a remarkable Conſtraint, when 
obligd to aſſume this Character: 
and you have wonder'd, perhaps, 
why that Air of Enthuſiaſm which 
ſits ſo gracefully with an Antient, 


ſhou'd 


bot. 


— 
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7 ſhou'd be ſo ſpiritleſs and aukard 

in a Modern. But as to this Doubt, 
2 your Lordſhip wou d ſoon reſolve 
F your ſelf: and it wou d only ſerve 
by to bring a- croſs you a Reflection 
* which you have often made, on 


h many occaſions beſides; That Truth: 
d W's the moſt powerful thing in the World, 


1 Wiince even Fiction it ſelf muſt be 
1 govern d by it, and can only pleaſe 
y by its reſemblance. The Appea- 
2 rance of Reality is neceſſary to 
_ make any Paſſion agreeably repre- 
10 ſented: and to be able to move 
hs others, we mult firſt be mov'd our 
is ſelves, or at leaſt ſeem to be fo, 
i on ſome probable Grounds. Now 
* what. poſſibility is there that a- 
bh Modern, who is known never to 


. have worlhipd Apollo, or ound 
8, any ſuch Deity as the Muſes, ſhoud 


Fu perſuade us to enter into his pre- 
* tended Devotion, and move us by 
— . . 2 R 3 

21 his feign'd Zeal in a Religion our 


of 


— .. 0 


ti. 


* 
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of date? But as for the Antients, 
tis known they deriv'd both their 
Religion and Polity from che Muſes 
Art. How natural therefore muſt 
it have appear d in any, but eſpe- 
cially a Poet of thoſe times, to 
addreſs himſelf in Raptures of De- 
votion to thoſe acknowledg'd Pa- 
troneſſes of Wit and Science? Here | 
the Poet might with probability | 


feign an Extaſy, tho he really felt 


none: and ſuppoſing it to have 
been mere Affectation, it wou'd | 
look however like ſomething na- 


rural, and cou d not fail of pleaſing. 


BUT perhaps, my Lord, there | 
was a further Myſtery in the caſe. 
Men, your Lordſhip knows, are 
wonderfully happy in a Faculty of 
deceiving themſelves, whenever they 
ſer heartily about it: and a very 
ſmall Foundation of any Paſſion 


will ſerve us, not only to act it 
well, 


eee eee eee "IP 
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well, but even to work our ſelves 
into it beyond our on reach. 
Thus by a little Affectation in 
Love-Matters, and with the help 
of a Romance or Novel, a Boy of 
Fifteen, or a grave Man of Fiſty, 
may be ſure to grow a very na- 
tural Coxcomb, and feel the Belle 
Paſſion in good earneſt. A Man of 
tolerable Good-Nature, who hap- 
pens to be a little piqu d, may, by 
improving his Reſentment, become 
a very Fury for Revenge. Even 
2 good Chriſtian, who wou'd needs 


be "over-good, and thinks he can 


g. never believe enough, may, by a 
a ſmall Inclination well improv, 
re extend his Faith ſo largely, as to 
ſe. ¶ comprehend in it not only all 
re criptural and Traditional Miracles, 
of but a ſolid Syſtem of old Wives 
ey Storys. Were it needful, I cou d 
ry put your Lordſhip in mind of an 


Eminent, Learned, and truly Chriſ- 
B tian 
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tian Prelate you once knew, who il 
cou d have given you a full ac- 


count of his Belief in Fairys. But 


we Chriſtians, who have ſuch ample || 


Faith our ſelves, will allow nothing 


to 2 Heathens. They muſt be 
In 


dels in every ſenſe. We will 
not allow em to believe ſo much 
as their own Religion; which we 
cry is too abſurd to have been cre- 
dited by any beſides the mere Vul- iſ 


gar. But if a Reverend Chriſtian 


Prelate may be ſo great a Volun- g 
teer in Faith, as beyond the ordi- 


nary Preſcription of the Catholick 
Church, to believe in Fairys ; why 
may not a Heathen Poet in the 
ordinary way of his Religion be 
allow'd to believe in Muſes? For 
theſe, your Lordſhip knows, were 
ſo many Divine Perſons in the 
Heathen Creed, and were eflential 
in their Syſtem of Theology. The 
Goddeſſes had their Temples and 

Worſhip 
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Worſhip the ſame as the other 
WDcitys: And to disbelieve the Holy 
Nine, or their Apollo, was the ſame 
1 sto deny {or himſelf, and muſt 
ing Wave been eſteem d equally Profane 
be Mad Atheiſtical by the generality of 
will ober Men. Now what a mighty 


0 
4 
. 

* * 


uch ¶ dvantage muſt it have been to an 
we Vntient Poet to be thus Orthodox, 
cre- nd by the help of his Education, 
/ul- ind a Good-Will into the bargain, 


tian Wo work himſelf up to a Belief of 


un- Divine Preſence and Heavenly 
rdi- i nſpiration ? It was never ſurely 
lick he Buſineſs of Poets in thoſe 
vhy {Ways to call Revelation in queſtion, 


hen it made ſo well for their Art. 


be n the contrary, they cou'd not 
For fail to animate their Faith as much 
ere Ws poſſible; when by one ſtrong 
the Act of it, they coud raiſe them- 
tial {Wſclves into ſuch Angelical Company. 
he low much the Imagination of 
nd ſuch a Preſence muſt exalt a Ge- 


B 2 nius, 
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nius, we may obſerve merely from 

j the Influence which an ordinary 

Preſence has over Men. Our mo- 

dern Wits are more or leſs rais di 

by the Opinion they have of their 

1 Company, and the Idea they form 

3 to themſelves of the Perſons ro 

. whom they make their Addreſſes. 

A common Actor of the Stage will A 

tell us how much a full Audience 

| of the Better Sort exalts him above 

1 the common pitch. And you, my 

ö Lord, who are the nobleſt Actor, 

* and of the nobleſt Part aſſign d toffi 

BY any Mortal on this earthly Stage, 

when you are acting for Liberty 
and Mankind; does not the pub- 

lick Preſence, that of your Friends, 

and the Well-wiſhers to your Cauſe, 

add ſomething to your Thought 
and Genius? Or is that Sublime of 

Reaſon, and that Power of Elo- 
quence, which you diſcover in pub- 
lick, no more than what you are 


equally 
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r 


equally Maſter of in private, and 


an command at any time, alone, 


r with indifferent Company, or in 


ais d ny eaſy or cool hour? This in- 


aed were more Godlike; but or- 
Wdinary Humanity, I think, reaches 


not ſo high. For my own part, I 


am ſure 1 have fo much need of 
WM ſome conſiderable Preſence or Com- 


WM pany to raiſe my Thoughts on any 


occaſion, that when alone, I muſt 


W endeavour by Strength of Fancy to 


ſupply this want; and in default of 
a Muſe, muſt ſeek out ſome great 
Man of a more than ordinary Ge- 
nius, whoſe imagin'd Preſence may 
inſpire me with more than what ! 
feel at ordinary hours. And thus, 
my Lord, have I choſen to addreſs 
my ſelf to your Lordſhip; tho 
without ſubſcribing my Name: 
allowing you, as a Stranger, the full 
Liberty of reading no more than 
what you may have a fancy for: 

But 


and th 22 — —B I — {o. 4 — 
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But reſerving to my ſelf the privi. 
lege of imagining you read all, 
with particular norice, as a Friend, 
and one whom I may juſtihably 8 
treat with the Intimacy _ Freedom 
which follows. | 4" 


IF the knowing well how to 
expoſe any Infirmity or Vice were 
but a — Security for the Ver- 
tue which is contrary, how excel- 
lent an Age might we be preſum d 
to live in! Never was there in our 
Nation a time known, when Folly 
and Extravagance of every kind was 
more {ſharply inſpected, or wittily Þ 
ridicul d. And one might hope-ar | 
leaſt from this good Symptom that 
our Age was 1n no declining Stare, } 
ſince whatever our Diſtempers are, 
we ſtand ſo well affected to our | 
Remedys. To bear the being told 
of Faults, is in private Perſons the | 
beſt token of Amendment. Tis 


ſeldom 


0 — 


concerning Ex T Hus IAS M. 


— 


15 
ſeldom that a Publick is thus diſ- 
pos d. For where Jealouſy of State, 
or the ill Lives of the Great People, 
or any other Cauſe is powerful 
enough to reſtrain the Freedom of 

1 — — MM in any part, it in effect 
deſtroys the Benefit of it in the 
whole. There can be no impartial 
and free Cenſure of Manners where 
any peculiar Cuſtom or National 
Opinion is ſet apart, and not only 
exempted from Criticiſm, but even 
flatter d with the higheſt Art. Tis 
only in a free Nation, ſuch as ours, 
that Impoſture has no Privilege; 
and that neither the Credit of a 
Court, the Power of a Nobility, 
nor the Awfulneſs of a Church can 
ive her Protection, or hinder her 
Nom being arraignd in every Shape 
and Appearance. Tis true, this 
Liberty may ſeem to run too far. 
We may be ſaid to make ill uſe of 
it. But who ſhall be the Judg ? 
What 


6. 4, ET THR 


What Remedy ſhall we preſcribe | 
to this in geneaal > Can there be | 
a better than from that Liberty it 
ſelf which is complain'd of? If 
Men reaſon ill, it is Reaſon ftill 
muſt teach em to do better. Juſt- 
neſs of Thought and Stile, Refine- 
ment in Manners, good Breeding, 
and Politeneſs of every kind, can 
come only from the Trial and Ex- 
perience of what is beſt. Let but 
the Search go freely on, and the 
right Meaſure of every thing will 
ſoon be found. Whatever Humour 
has got the ſtart, if it be unnatural, 
it cannot hold; and the Ridicule, 
if ill plac'd at firſt, will fall at laſt 


where it deſerves. 


I HAVE often wonder'd to ſee 
Men of Senſe ſo mightily alarm'd 
ar the approach of any thing like 
Ridicule on certain Subjects; as if 
they miſtruſted their own Judgments. 

For 
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er and truer Wit that takes with 
e Men of Senſe and Breeding. 
ow comes it to pals bins chat 


re are ſuch Cowards in re afonin 
nd Are ſo afraid bay ſtand the TH 


Ie Ridicule 2- Ol tay we, 


1 

% e Subjects are Wo orive— 

ie erhaps ſo: but let us ſee firſt whie- 
er they are really grave or no: 
dr in the manner we may conceive 

K m, they may phy be very 

4 rave and weighty in our Imagi- 

N ations; but very ridiculous and 

if pertinent in their own nature. 

7 rayity, is of the very Eſſence of 

r poſture. It does not only make 


2 us 


1 
* 
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*®P 


it 


pr 
rying the Rule conſtantly with us 
and freely applying it not only to 
the Things about us, but to our 
ſelves. For if we loſe the meaſure 
in our ſelves, we ſhall ſoon loſe 
it in every thing beſides. Now 
what Rule or Meaſure is there in 
the World, but by conſidering the 
real Temper of Things, to find 
which are truly ſerious, and which 
ridi- 


EP 
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E 2 . 3 — chis be 
one, but by applying the Ridi- 

Wulc, to ſec * beat or 

Wo? But if we fear to apply this 
Mule in any ching, what Security 
an we have againſt the Impoſture 
f Formality in all things? We 
Have allow'd our ſelves to be For- 
Wnaliſts in one Point; and the ſame 
ormality may rule us as it pleaſes 
all other. Tis not in every Diſ- 
W ofition that we are fit to judy of 
Whings. We muſt judg firſt of our 
un Temper, and accordingly of 
dther things chat fall under our 
udgment. But we muſt never more 
pretend to judg of things, or of 
Pur own Temper in judging them, 
hen we have given up our pre- 
iminary Right of Judgment, and 


nder a Preſumption of Gravity, 


— 3 | 

p & * | * 
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g the ave allow d our ſelves to be moſt 
„ find ridiculous, and to admire profound- 
which) the moſt ridiculous Things in 


CI the 
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the Worlds at le for <wghs, we | 
know: For having; ane nexet 
atm we can next che lucy, = 
i views 0 1:9) % 11 H $04] 
e- denim am 
Friis . mellus magna Hume 

| ſecat, Rb.) il: 2 „amo 30 
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„ 403 br, ½hjõẽẽůX no i 2Flilgn: 
This, my Lord, is ſp. true a thing 
in (ſel, and ſo Mell knownifos 
Truth · by, the cunning Fotmaliſta of 
the Age; chat Catia hetter hear 
to have their Impo [tures oat di at, 
with all che Bitterbeſs: and Vehe- 
mence imaginable, than tomhave 
them touch d ever ſo gently in this 
other way. They know very well, 
that as Modes and Faſhions, ſo 
Opinions, tho ever. ſo ridiculous, 
are kept up by Solemnity: and 
that, thoſe orinal, Notions - which 
grew pin an ill. Mood, and have 
been coneeiy' in u ſphcriadpalt are 


never 
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e vevex to be remov d but in- a ſober 
id of Chearfulneſs, and by a 
ore caſy and pleaſant way of 
bought. There is a Melancholy 7 
hich accompanys all Enthuſiaſm. 5 
it Love or Religion (for there 
are Enthuſiaſms in both) _— 
can put a ſtopito the growing mi(- 
4 cel ol either, till the Melancholy 
be remov d, ard the Mind at li- 
berty to hear what can be ſaid a. 
gainſt the Ridiculouſneſs of an Ex- 
treme in either way ee 
„ bige © OW 290 err mu 75 20 
IT was heretofore. the Wiſdom 
of ſome wiſe Nations, to let Peo- 
ple be Fools as much as they pleas d, 
and never to puniſh ſeriouſſy what 
delery'd only to be laught at, and 
was beſt cut d by that innocent 
Remedy. There are certain Hu- 
mouts in Mankind, which of neceſ- 
ſity muſt have vent. The Human 
Mind and Body are both of em 


natu- 
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naturally ſubject to Commotions: 
and as there are ſtrange Ferments 
in the Blood, which in many Bodys 
occaſion an extraordinary diſcharge; 
ſo in Reaſon too, there are hetero- 
geneous Particles which muſt be 
thrown off by Fermentation. Shou d 
Phyſicians endeavour abſolutely eo 
allay thoſe Ferments of the Body; 
and ſtrike in the Humours which 
diſcover chemſelves in ſuch Erup- 
tions, they might bid fair to raiſe 
2 Plague, and turn a Spring-Ague 
or an Autumn-Surfeit into an epide- 
mical malignant Fever. They arc 
certainly as ill Phyſicians in the 
Body Politick, who wou d needs be 
tampering with theſe mental Erup- 
tions; and under the ſpecious pre- 
tence of healing this lech of Super- 
ſtition, and ſaving Souls from the 
Contagion of Enthuſiaſm, ſhou d 
ſer all Nature in an uproar, and 
turn a few innocent Carbunclavinks 


an 
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n Inflammation and mortal Gan- 
rene. 
V read in Hiſtory that Pan, 
ero- Ihen he accompany d Bacchus in an 
. be WE xpedition to the Indies, found means 
=o Arike a Terror thro a Hoſt of Ene- 


o Wnys, by the help of a ſmall Company 

1); Whoſe Clamors he manag d to good 
advantage among the ecchoing Rocks 
and Caverns of a woody Vale. 

he hoarſe bellowing of the Caves, 
join d to the. hideous aſpect of ſuch 
dark and deſart Places, rais d ſuch a 
Horror in the Enemy, that in this 
ſtare their Imagination help d em to 
hear Voices, and no doubt to ſee 
Forms too, that were more than 
Human : whilft the Uncertainty of 
what they fear d made their Fear 
yet greater, and ſpread it faſter by 
implicit Looks than any Narration 
coud convey it. And this was what 
in after-times Men call'd a Pannicl. 
The 
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The Stoty indeed gives A good Hifi 
of the nature of this Paſſion, which 8 
can hardly be without ſome 7 


ture of Enthuſiaſm, and Hor qrs 
of a ſuperſtitious kin. 
; 35 1472 1897 3* FI ITT A © 


WE may with good reaſon call 
every Paſſion Pannick which is rais d 
in a Multitude, and convey'd by 
Aſpect, or as it were by Bape ol 
or ' Sympathy. Thus popular 

may be call'd Pamick, Naneh fl 
Rage of the People, as we have 
ſometimes known, has put them 
beyond themſelves; eſpecially where 
Religion has had to do. And i 


this ſtate their very, Looks are 
fectious. The Fury flies from Face 
to Face: and the Diſeaſe is no 
ſooner ſeen than caught. Thoſe 
who in a better Situation of Mind 
have ſeen a Multitude under the 
power of this Paſſion, have ound 
that they ſaw in the Countenances 


of 
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Jof Men ſomething more ghaſtly 
and terrible, than at other times is 
W cxpreſs'd on the moſt paſſionate oc- 
W calions. Such force has Society in 
ill, as well as in good Paſſions : 
and ſo much ſtronger any Affection 
is for being ſocial and communi- 
© cative. | 


THUS, my Lord, there are 
many Pannicks in Mankind, beſides 
merely that of Fear. And thus 1s 
Religion allo Pannick ; when En- 
thuſiaſm of any kind gets up; as 
oft, on melancholy occaſions, it 
will do. For Vapors naturally riſe; 
and in bad times eſpecially, when 
the Spirits of Men are low, as ei- 
ther in publick Calamitys, or du- 
ring the Unwholeſomneſs of Air or 
Diet, or when Convulſions happen 
in Nature, Storms, Earthquakes, or 
other amazing Prodigys : at this 
icalon the Pannick mult needs run 


D high, 
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high, and the Magiſtrate of neceſ. 
ſity give way to it. For to apply 2 
ſerious Remedy, and to bring the 
Sword, or Faſces, as a Cure, muſt 
make the Cale more melancholy, } 
and increaſe the very Cauſe of 
the Diſtemper. To forbid Mens 
natural Fears, and to endeavour the | 
overpowering them by other Fears, 
muſt needs be a moſt unnatural 
Method. The Magiſtrate, if he 
be any Artiſt, ſhou d have a gentler WM 
hand; and inſtead of Cauſticks, In- 
ciſions, and Amputations, ſhou'd 
be uſing the ſofteſt Balms; and 
with a kind Sympathy entering in- 
to the Concern of the People, and 
taking, as it were, their Paſſion upon 

him, ſhoud, when he has ſooth'd ÞY 
and ſatisfy dit, endeavour, by chear- 
ful ways, to divert and heal it. 4 


447 
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THIS was anticnt Policy: and 
hence (as a notable Author of our if 
Nation 


nn. 
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cel. Nation expreſſes it) it is neceſſary a 
ly 24 people {hou d have a Publich Leading 
the In Religion. For to deny the Ma- 
auſt pirate a Worſhip, or take away a 
National Church, is as mere En- 0 
Fhuſiaſm as the Notion which ſets 
Ip Perſecution. For why ſhou'd 
here not be publick Walks, as well 
Fs private Gardens? Why not pub- 
lick Librarys, as well as private 
nducation and Home- Tutors? But 
to preſcribe bounds to Fancy and 
Jpeculation, to regulate Mens Ap- 
Iprchenſions and religious Beliefs or 
ears, to ſuppreſs by Violence the 
n. natural Paſſion of Enthuſiaſm, or 
co endeavour to aſcertain it, or re- 
on duce it to one Species, or bring it 
under any one Modification, is in 
truth no better Senſe, nor deſerves 1 
Ja better Character, than what the | 
Comedian declares of the like Pro- 
d ect in che Affair of Love — 
Ir 3 
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NOT only the Viſionarys and 
Enthuſiaſts of all kinds were tole- : 
rated, your Lordſhip knows, 5 
the Antients: bur on the other ſi de, 
Philoſophy had as free a courſe, | | 
and was permitted as a Ballance a- 
gainſt Superſtition. And whilſt 
ſome Sects, ſuch as the Pythagorean WP 
and latter Platonick, join'd in with 
the Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm of 
the Times; the Epicurean, the Aca- 3 
demick. md others, were allow d to * 
aſe all the Force of Wit and Rail. 1 
lery againſt it. And thus matters 1 
were ballanc'd ; Reaſon had fair 
Play ; Learning: and Science flou- i 
riſhd. Wonderful was the Har- 
mony and Temper that aroſe from 
ail theſe Contrarietys. Thus Super- 
ſtition and Enthuſiaſm were mildly 
| treated; 
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reated; and being let alone, they 
ine Pever rag d to that degree as to 
ccaſion Bloodſhed, Wars, Perſe- 
Futions and Devaſtations in the 
ind WV orld. But a new fort of Policy, 
le- Which extends it ſelf to another 
by World, and conſiders the future 
de, Lives and Happineſs of Men rather 
ſe, han the preſent, has made us leap 
a- the Bounds of natural Humanity; 


ilſt Wand out of a ſupernatural Charity, 
ean has taught us the way of plaguing 
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one another moſt devoutly. It has 
rais d an Antipathy which no tem- 
poral Intereſt cou d ever do; and 
entail d upon us a mutual Hatred 


ul. eo all Eternity. And now Uniformity 
ers En Opinion (a hopeful Project!) is 
air look dd on as the only Expedient 
u- againſt this Evil. The ſaving of 
1r- ouls is now the Heroick Paſſion of 
m exalted Spirits; and is become in a 
er- 1 manner the chief care of the Magi- 
ly ſtrate, and the very end of Govern- 
1; ment it ſelf. IF 


y | 


IF Magiſtracy ſhou'd vouchſafe to 
interpoſe thus much in other Scien- 
ces, I am afraid we ſhou'd have as 
bad Logick, as bad Mathematicks, 
and in every kind as bad Philoſo- 
phy, as we often have Divinity, in 
Countrys where a preciſe Ortho- 
doxy is ſettled by Law. Tis a 
hatd matter for a Government to 
ſettle Wit. If it does but keep us 
ſober and honeſt, tis likely we {hall 
have as much Ability in our ſpiri- 
tual as in our temporal Affairs: 
and if we can but be truſted, 
we ſhall have Wit enough to ſave 
our ſelves, when no prejudice lies 
in the way. But if Honeſty and 3 
Wit be inſufficient for this ſaving 
Work, tis in vain for the Magi— 
ſtrate to meddle with it : fince if 
he be ever ſo vertuous or, wiſe, he 
may be as ſoon miſtaken as another 
Man. I am ſure the only way to 

ſave 


30 IETI 


n 


Om 


concerning ENTHUSIASM. Jl 


ave Mens Senſe, or preſerve Wir 
tall in the World, is to give L 

erty to Wit. Now Wit can never 
Wave its Liberty, where the freedom 
f Raillery is taken away: For a- 
gainſt ſerious Extravagances and 
pleenitick Humours there is no Re- 


edy but this. 


WE have indeed full Power over 
l other Modifications of Spleen. 


e may treat other Enthuſiaſms as 


iri- e pleaſe. We may ridicule Love, 
5: r Gallantry, or Knight-Errantry to 
ted, le utmoſt ; and we find, that in 


Wiclc latter Days of Wit, the Hu- 


lies nour of this kind, which was once 
and io prevalent, is pretty well declind. 
ng yl he Cruſades, the reſcuing of Holy 
ag Lands, and ſuch devout Gallantrys 


re in leſs requeſt than formerly: 
But if ſomething of this militant 
Religion, ſomeching of this Soul- 
elcuing Spirit, and Saint-Errantry 


prevails 
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prevails ſtill, we need not wonder, 
when we conſider in how ſolemn a 
manner we treat this Diſtemper, and 
how prepoſterouſſy we go about to 
cure Enthuſiaſm. < — 


I CAN hardly forbear fancying, 
that if we had but an Inquiſition, or 
ſome formal Court of Judicature, with 
grave Officers, and Judges, erected to 
reſtrain Poetical Licence, and in ge- 
neral to ſuppreſs that Fancy and Hu- 
mour of Verſification; but in particu- 
lar that moſt extravagant Paſſion of 
Love, as it is {et out by Poets, in its 
Heatheniſh Dreſs of Venuss and Cu- 
pids; if the Poets, as Ringleaders 
and Teachers of this Hereſy, were 
under grievous Penaltys forbid to 
enchant the People by their vein of 
Rhyming; and if the People, on 
the other ſide, were under propor- 
tionable Penaltys forbid to hearken 
to any ſuch Charm, or lend their 

Atten- 
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Attention to any Love-Tale, ſo 
much as in a Play, a Novel, or a 
Ballad; we might perhaps ſee a new 
150 | my out of this heavy Per- 
ſecution : Old People and Voung 
wou d be ſei d with a verſifying Spi- 
rit 3 We ſhou d have Field-Cony en- 
ticles of Lovers and Poets; Foreſts 
wou d be fill d with romantick Shep- 
herds and Shepherdeſſes; Rec 53 
reſound with Ecchoes of Hymns 
and Praiſes offer'd,to. the Powers of 
Love. We might have a fair 
Chance. by this means to bring back 
the whole Train of , Heathen Gods, 
and ſet our cold Northern Iſland 
burning with as many Altars to Ve- 
nus and Apollo, as formerly either 
Cyprus, Delos, Or any of thoſe War- 
mer Grecian Climates. 


BUT, my Lord, you may 
perhaps wonder, that having been 
drawn into ſuch a ſerious Subject as 
E Reli- 
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Religion, IT thou's forget my 2 n 
far as to give to Raillery and 
Humour. F own to 7 my 
Lord, ir is not thro Chance merely, 
that it has thus happen'd. - To fay 
Truth, J care not ſo much as te 
think on this Subject, much leſs rol 
— on it, without endeavouring to 
r in as good Humour as 

e. People indeed, who ean 
8 middle Temper, but are 
all Air and Humour, know little © 
the Doubts and Setuples of Reli 
gion, and are fafe from atty imme- 
ate Influence of devout Melancho- 


ly or Enthuſiaſm; which requires 
more Deliberation and thoughtful 
Practice to fix it ſelf in a Temper, 
and grow habitual. But be the Ha- 
bit what it will; to be deliver d 
of it at ſo ſad a Coſt as Inconſide- 
rateneſs, or Madneſs, is what I 
wou d never wiſh to be my Lot. 
I had rather ſtand all . 
wit 


U 


ith Religion, than endeavour to 
et rid of the Thoughts of it by 
Diverfion.. All I contend for, is to 
ink of it in a right Humour: and 
hat this goes more than half way 
owards t 
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trate. 


SETS”: 


eſt Security againſt Enthuſiaſm, but 


rue Religion: For ifright Thoughts 
upreme Being, are fundamental to 


Il true Worſhip and Adoration; 'tis 
nore than probable, that we ſhall 
ever miſcarry in this Reſpect, but 


ro ill Humour only. Nothing but 
an bring Man to think that the 


dr malicious Power. I very much 
queſtion whether any thing, * 
| E 2 Wl 
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inking rightly of it, is 


chat I ſhall endeavour to demon- 


GOOD Humour is not only che 
e beſt. Foundation of Piety and 


nd worthy Apprehenſions of the 


Humour, either natural or forc d, 


World is gern d by any deviliſh "i 


4 


\ 


ill Humour, can be the Cauſe of 
Atheiſm: for there are fo many 
Arguments to perſuade a Man in 
Humour, that, in the - main, all 
things are kindly and well diſpos d, 
that one wou'd think it impoſſible 
for him to be ſo far out of conceit 
with Affairs, as to imagine that they 
all ran at Adventures, and that the 


World, as wiſe a Face as it carry d, 


had neither Senſe nor Meaning in it. 
This however I am perſuaded of 
that nothing but ill Humour can 
give us dreadful or ill Thoughts of 
a Supreme Manager. Nothing can 
perſuade us of Sullenneſs or Sour- 
neſs in ſuch a Being, but the fore- 
feeling of ſomewhat of this kind in 


our ſelves: and if we are afraid of 


bringing good Humour into Reli- 


gion, or thinking with Freedom 


and Pleaſantneſs on ſuch a Subject 


as God z tis becauſe we conceive 
the Subje& ſo like our ſelves, and 
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aan hardly have a Notion of Maje- 
ſty and Greatneſs without Statelineſs 
1 nd Moroſeneſs accompanying it. 
1 This however, is the juſt Reverſe 
„of that Character, which we own. 
e to be moſt divinely Good, when we 
t WM fee it, as we ſometimes do, in Men 
y of higheſt Power among us: If 
e they pals for truly God, we dare 
|, treat them freely, and are ſure they 
t. will not be diſpleas d with this Li- 
f berty. They are doubly Gainers 
by this Goodneſs of theirs: For the 
f more they are ſearch d into and fa- 
nl miliarly examind, the more their 
- = Worth appears; and the Diſcove- 
e-W rer, charm'd with his Succeſs, eſ- 
mm teems and loves more than ever, 
of when he has prov'd this additional 
i- Bounty in his Superior, and reflects 
mon that Candor and Generoſity he 
all has experienc d. Your Lordſhip 
ve ll knows more perhaps of this Myſtery 
dl than any one. How elle * 
1 „ A ) CL TPO WIS 0 a ave 
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have been ſo below d in Power, 
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out of Power ſo adher d to, anc = 


more belov d 


THANK Heaven! there are 
even in our own Age ſome ſuch Ex: 
amples. In former Ages there hayg 
been many ſuch. We have known 


mighty Princes, and even Emperors 


of the World, who cou d bear uns 
concernedly not only the free Cen» 


ſure of their Actions, but the moſt 
ſpiteful Reproaches and Calumnys, 


even to their Faces. Some perhaps 
may wiſh there had never been ſuch 
Examples found in Heathens: but 
more eſpecially, that the occaſion had 
never — given by Chriſtians, 


Tvas more the Misfortune indeed of 


Mankind in general, than of Chriſ- 
tians in particular, that ſome of the 
earlier Roman Emperors were ſuch 


Monſters of Tyranny, and began a 


Perſecution, not on religious Men 


merely, 
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Princes, who came afrerwards, were 
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merely, but on all chat were faſpeo- 
ted of Worth or Vertue. What cdu d 
have been 2 higher Honour or Ad- 
vantage to Chriſtianity, than to be 
perſecuted by a Nero? But better 
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. e ſevere Cour. 
Tis true, che Magiſtrate mi 
poſſibly have been furpriz'd wich 00 
newnels 'of 4 Notion, which he 
might pretend perhaps did not only 
4407 the edu of his Power, 
but treated him and all Men as pro- 
fane, impious and damn d, who en- 
ter d not into certain particular 
Modes of Worſhip, of which there 
had been formerly ſo many thou- 
ſand kinds inſtituted, all of em com- 
patible and ſociable till that time. 
However, ſuch was the Wiſdom of 
ſome ſucceeding Miniſtrys, that the 
4 of Perſecution was much aba- 
ted; and even that Prince, who was 
eſteem d the greateſt Enemy of the 
Chriſtian 


Js + f # * * * . 
— 1 * * ad - — 
9 3 * 


RY 1 — a i tb =_ CO 
| n , * bi | 
— Cu ” — 7 
* % [ , 2 E 1 : | E R P þ - 
«4 . A . - * * 1 F * 1 | 
0 * » - | 


had been edueatedd in it, was 4 
great Reſtrainer of Perſecution, and 
wou d allow of nothing - further 
than a Reſumption of Church-Lands 
and publick- Schools, without any 
attempt on the Goods or Perſons 
even of thoſe who branded the States 
Religion, and made a Merit of af. 
fronting the publick Worſhip: :- 


IIs well we have the Authority” 
of a ſacred Author in our Religion; Ml 
to aſſure us that the Spirit of Love 
and Humanity is above that of f 


Mattyts. Otherwiſe one might bei © 
a little ſcandaliz d perhaps at the 85 
Hiſtory of many of out primitive E 


Confeſſors and Martyrs, even ac- 
cording to our own accounts. There 

is hardly now in the World ſo good anc 
a- Chriſtian (if this be ar. the 3 


Mark. of a good one) who if he < 
liv'd at Conſtantinople, or n 4 
under 


- 
1 
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der che Protection of the Turks; 
ou d think it fitting or decent to 


ou d think him little better than 


time of high Maſs (where Maſs 
as by Law eſtabliſh d) 3 
he Prieſt with Clamors, or fall 
oul on his Images and Relicks. 


THERE are ſome, it ſeems, 
pf our good Brethren, the French 
Proteſtants, lately come | amongſt 
„ who ate mightily taken with 
his Primitive way. They have ſet 
- foot the Spirit of Martyrdom to 


and they long to be trying it here, 
t we will give em leave: that is 
o ſay, if we will do em the favor 
o hang or impriſon em; if we 
s F will 
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give any Diſturbance to their Moſque = 
Worſhip. And as good Proteſtants, 
y Lord, as you and I are, we 


z rank Enthuſiaſt, who out of ha- 
red to the Romiſh Idolatry, ſhou d 


2 wonder in their own Countr7; 


60 
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will be ſo lind as to break - their 
Bones for em, aſter their Country 
faſhion, blow up their Teal, and 
ſtir a-freſh the Coals of Perſecu 
tion. But no ſuch Grace can they 
yet obtain of us. So hatdehearted 
we ate, that tho their own Mob are 

willing to beſtow kind Blows upon 
ni, and ſtone em now and then 
in the Street; tho the Prieſts; oſ p 
their own Nation wou d gladly give d 
em their deſit d Diſcipline, and ate ir 
earneſt to light their probationary b 
Fires for em: We Engliſh Men, who V 
are Maſters in our own Country, F 
will not ſuffer the Enthuſiaſts to be t! 
cus us d. Nor can we be ſuppos d t! 
to act thus in envy to their Phenix- t 
Sect; which it ſeems has riſen out t. 
of the Flames, and wou d grow toll t 
be a new Church by the ſame man- i 
ner of Propagation as the old one, 1 
whoſe Seed was truly ſaid to be 8 
from the Blood of the Martyrs, But it 


how 
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how batbarous and more than hea- 
theniſhly' cruel are we tolerating 


- 


Engliſh Men! For not contented co 
deny cheſe Propheſying Enthuſiaſts 
the Honor of a Perſecution, we 
have deliver d em over to the 
cruelleſt Contempt in the World. 
I am told they are at this time the 
Subject of a choice Droll or Pup- 
pet-Shew at Hart lemy-Fair. There 
doubtleſs their ſtrange Voices and 
involuntary Agitations are admira- 

bly well acted, by the Motion of 
Wires,” and Inſpiration of Pipes. 
For the Bodys of the Prophets, in 
their ſtate of Prophecy, being nor in 
their own power, but (as they ſay 
themſelves) mere paſſive Organs, ac- 
tuated by an exterior Force, have no- 
thing natural or reſembling real Life 
in any of their Sounds or Motions : | 
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cM fothat how aukardly ſoever a Puppet- 
de Shew may imitate other Actions, 
tit muſt needs repreſent this Paſſion 
W 1 to 
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to the life. And whilſt Hart lemy- 
Fair is in poſſeſſion of this Privi. 
lege, I dare ſtand Security to out 
National Church, that no Sect o 
Enthuſiaſts, no new Venders of Pro- 
phecy or Miracles, ſhall ever get 
the ſtatt, or put her to the trouble 
| of trying her Strength with em, in 
2 enen oni 
when Popery had got poſſeſſion, 
Smithfield was us d in a more tragical 
way. Many of our firſt Reformer, 
tis fear d, were little better than En- 
thuſiaſts: and God knows whether 
a Warmth of this kind did not con- 
ſiderably help us in the throwing off 
that 2 Tyranny. So that had 
not the Prieſts, as is uſual, prefer d 
the Love of Blood to all other 
Paſſions, they might in a merrier 
way perhaps have evaded the greateſt 
Force of our Reforming Spirit. 
never 
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never heard that the antient Hea- 
thens * — _ advis d in their 
ill Purpoſe: of ſuppreſſing the Chriſ- 
tian Rel ion * firſt Ri e, as to 
make uſe of this Bart lemy- Fair 
Method. But this I am perſuaded 
of, that had the Truth of the Goſ- 
pel been any way ſurmountable, 
they wou d have bid much fairer 
for the ſilencing it, if they had 
choſe to bring our primitive Foun- 
ders upon the Stage ina pleaſanter 
way than that of Bear-Skins and 
Pitch-Barrels. | 


THE Jews were naturally a very 


er 

n-M cloudy: People, and wou'd endure 

off little Raillery in any thing; much 

ad leſs in what belong d to any Re- 
dl ligious Doctrines or Opinions. Re- 


ligion was look d upon with a ſul- 
len Eye; and Hanging was the 
only Remedy they cou d preſcribe 
for any thing that look d like ſetting 


up 
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46 
up. a new Revelation. The ſove- 
_ reign Argument was, Gwcify, Crucify, 
But with all their _ —— Invete. 
racy to our Saviour, is Apoſtles 
after. him, had they but taken the 
Fancy to act ſuch Puppet -Shews in 
his Contempt, as at this hour the Fa- 


piſts are acting in his Honor; I ang | 


apt to think they wou d have done 
our Religion more harm, than by 


all their other ways of Severity. 


I BELIEVE our great and 
learned Apoſtle found leſs Advantage 
from the eaſy Treatment of his 
Athenian Antagoniſts, than from the 
ſurly and curſt Spirit of the moſt 
ee Citys. He made 
els Improvement of the Candour 
and Civility of his Roman Judges, 
than of the Zeal of the Synagogue, 
and Vehemence 'of his National 
Prieſts. Tho when I conſider this 
Apoltle as appearing cither _—_ 
the 
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the witty Athenians, or before à Roe 
nan Coutt of Judicature, in the Pre- 
ſence of theit great Men and Ladys, 
and ſte how — he accom- 
modates himſelf to the Apprehen- 
ſions and Temper of thoſe politer 
People, I do not find that he 


Wy declines the way of Wit or good 


Humor ; but, without Suſpicion of 
his Cauſe, is willing generouſly to 
commit it to this Proof, and try it 
againſt the 'Sharpneſs of any Ridi- 
cule that might be offer d. 


BUT tho the Jews were never 
pleas d to try their Wit or Malice this 
way againſt our Saviour or his Apo- 
ſtles; the irreligious part of the 
Heathens had try d ic long before a- 
gainſt the beſt Doctrines and beſt 
Characters of Men that had ever 
ariſen amongſt em. Nor did this 
pre the end any Injury, but on 
the contrary the higheſt Advantage” 


cO 
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to thoſe very Characters and Doc 
trines, which having ſtood the proof; 
were found: fo ſolid and juſt: The 
divineſt Man that had appear d eve 
in the Heathen World, was in the 
height of wirty. Times, and by the 
wittieſt of all Poets, moſt abomina- 
bly ridicul'd, in a whole Comedy 
writ and ated on purpoſe. : Bur: 
far was this from linking his __ 
tation, or ſuppreſſing his Philoſophy, 
that they both increas d the more fox 
it; and he grew to be more the En- en 
vy of other Teachers. He was not 
only contented to be ridicul d; but 
that he might help the Poet as much 
as poſſible, he preſented himſelf open - 
ly in the Theater; that his real Fi- 
gure (which was no advantageous! 
one) might be compar d with that 
which the witty Poet had brought as 
his Repreſentative on the Stage. Such 
was his good Humor. Nor cou'd 


there be in the World a greater Teſ- 


timony 
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imony of the invincible Goodneſs 
pf the Man, or. a greater Demon- 

tion that there was no Impoſture 
ither in his Character or Opinions. 
or Impoſture is not apt to fear a 
grave Enemy. A ſolemn Attack, 
he knows, is not of ſuch danger to 
er. There is nothing ſhe abhors or 
Ireads like good Humor. 


Is 


IN ſhort, my Lord, the melan- 
holy way of. treating Religion is 
hat which, according to my Appre- 
enſion, renders it ſo tragical, and is 
he occaſion of its acting in realit 
ch diſmal Tragedys in the World. 
und my Notion is, that provided we 
eat Religion with good Manners, 
e can never uſe too much good 
umor, or examine it vith too 
nuch Freedom and Familiarity, 
or if it be genuine and ſincere, it 
ill not only ſtand the Proof, but 
hrive and gain Advantage from 
/ * hence: 
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hence if it be ſpurious, or mixt with 
| n it will be detected and 
expos 484 295 90 | 


IHE melancholy way in which 
ve have been taught Religion, makes 
us unapt to think of it in good Hir 
mor. Tis in Adverſity chiefly, 
or in ill Health, under Affliction, 
or Diſturbance of Mind, or Dil 
compoſure of Temper, that we 
have recourſe to it. Tho in rea- 
ty we are never ſo unfit. to chin 
of it as at ſuch a dark hour. We 
can never be fir to contemplate 
any thing above us, when wðe are 
in no Condition to look into ou 
ſelves, and calmly examine the Tem- 
per of our own Mind and Paſſion 
For then it is we ſee Wrath, and 
Fury, and Revenge, and Terrors in 
the Deity ; when we are full of Dil- 
turbances and Fears within, and 
have, by Sufferance and —_ 
: 0 
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concerning E NTHUSIASM. Fr 
loſt ſo much of the natural Calm 
and Ealinels of our Tempers. 


WE, maſt not only be in ordi- 
nary: good Humor, but in the beſt 
of Humors, and in the ſweeteſt, 
kindeſt Diſpoſition of our Lives, to 
underſtand well what true Goodneſs 
is, and what thoſe Attributes imply, 


which wo aſcribe with ſuch Applauſe 


and, Honor to the Deity. We ſhall 
then be able to ſee: beſt, whether 
thoſe Forms of Juſtice, thoſe De- 
grees of Puniſhment, that Temper 
of Reſentment, and thoſe Meaſures 
of Offence and any ns" which 
we vulgarly ſuppoſe in God, are 
ſutable to thoſe original Ideas of 
Goodneſs, which the ſame Divine 
Being, or Nature under him, has 
implanted in us, and which we muſt 
neceſſarily preſuppoſe, in order to 
give him Praiſe or Honor in any 
kind. This, my Lord, is the Se- 
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. curity againſt all Superſtition 2 To 


remember that there is nothing in 
God but what is Godlike ; and that 
he is either not at all, or truly and per- 


fetii) Good. But when we are afraid 


to uſe our Reaſon freely, even on 
that very Queſtion, whether he really 
be, or not; we then actually preſume 
him bad, and flatly contradict that 
pretended Character of © Goodnels 
and | Greatneſs, whilſt we diſcover 
this miſtruſt of his Temper, and 
fear his Anger and Reſentment, 
in the caſe of this freedom of En- 


* 


WE have a notable Inſtance of 
this Freedom in one of our Sacred 
Authors. As patient as Fob is ſaid 
to be, it cannot be deny d but he 
makes bold enough with God, and 
takes his Providence roundly to task. 
His Friends, tis true, plead hard 
with him, and uſe all Arguments, 
right or wrong; to patch up Ob- 

[2 That jections, 
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concerning ENT Huis u. 
jections, and ſer the Affaits of Pro- 
vidence upon an equal foot. They 
make a Merit of ſaying all the 
Good they can of God, at the 
very ſtretch" of their "Reaſon, and 
ſometimes quite beyond it. But 
this, in Job's' opinion, is flattering 
God, accepting of God's Perſon, an 
even mocking him. And no wonder. 
For what Merit can there be in be- 
lieving God or his Providence upon 
frivolous and weak grounds > What 
Vertue in aſſuming an Opinion con- 
trary to the appearance of Things, 
and reſolving to hear nothing that 
may be faid againſt it? Excellent 
Character of the God of Truth 
that he ſhou'd be offended at us, 
for having refus d to put the lye 
upon our Underſtandings, as much 
as in us lay; and be pleasd with 
us for having believd, at a ven- 
ture, and againſt our Reaſon, what 
might have been the greateſt Falſ- 

hood 


* * 
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we cou d bring as a Proof or Ex- 


15 


IT is impolfible that any but 
an ill- natur d Man can wiſh a 
the Being of a God: for this ig 


wiſhing againſt the Publick, and | 
even again N Good too, 
if rightly underſtood. But if 4 


Man has no ſuch III-will ro Rifle 
his Belief, he muſt r _ — 
Opinion of God, an 

e e ſo good by far as 
he knows himſelf to be, if he ima- 
gines that an impartial Uſe- of his 
Reaſon, in any matter of Specula- 
tion whatſoever, can make him run 
any risk hereafter ; and that a mean 
Denial of his Reaſon, and an Aﬀec- 


＋ 3 g. 3 S OOO EB Ma td ==] 


tation of Belief in any point too Ml © 
hard for his Underſtanding, can, in- 4 
title him to any Favor in another 


World. This is being Sycophants 
| in 
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in Religion, mere Paralizes of De- 
yotion. - 'Tis uſing God as the 


vith a Good Sir! or a 
ſooth ! But with the old 
© Stagers, no matter who they meer 
in a Coach, tis always Good your 
Honor ! or Good your Lordſhip! or 
Your Ladyſhip! For if there ſhou'd 
be really a Lord, in the caſe ; we 
ſhoud be undone (ſay they) for 
want of giving the Title : Bur if 
the Party ſhou d be no Lord, there 
wou'd be no harm; it wou'd not 


be ill taken. 
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AND thus it is in Religion. We 
od © highly concern'd how to beg 

right ; and think all depends upon 
hitting the Title, and making a good 
gueſs. *Tis the moſt beggarly Re- 
fuge 
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fuge imaginable which is cry'd up 
ſo much, and ftands as a geen 
; Maxim with many able Men; That 
0 < they ſhou'd: ſtrive to have Faith, 
« and believe to the utmoſt :'b&. 
<« cauſe if after all there be nothing 
© in the matter, there will be no 

« harm in being thus deceiv d; but 

<« if there be any thing, it will be 

< fatal for them not to have be- 

“ liev'd to the full. But they are 

ſo far miſtaken, that whilſt they 
have this Thought, tis certain they 

can never believe either to their Sa- 
tisfaction and Happineſs in this 
World, or with any advantage of 
Recommendation to another. For 

beſides that our Reaſon, which 

knows the Cheat, will never reſt 
thorowly ſatisfy d on ſuch a bot- 

tom, but turn us often a- drift, and 

roſs us in a Sea of Doubt and: Per- 
plexity ; we cannot but actually 

grow worſe in our Religion, and 

enter- 
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ſhou d partake with us, by being 
convinc d of the Sincerity of our 
Example. Tis natural for us to 
wiſh our Merit ſhou'd be known; 
particularly if it be our fortune to 
have ſerv'd a Nation as a good 


| Miniſter, or as ſome Prince, or Fa- 


ther of a Country, to have ren- 
der d happy a con iderable Part of 
Mankind under our Care. But if 

H it 
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bred, and of Le remore e, Provinch 
as to ve out of heari ö 
of our Name and Actions ; d 


179 5 of em, ſhou d be | ſp, put- 
zled with odd and contrary Stony 
told, up and down 3 
chat they knew not what co think, 
NE er 
world any ſuch Perſon as our ſelf; 
chou d we not, in good truth, be 
ridiculous to take, offence at this 
And ſhou'd we not paſs for extra- 
vagantly moroſe and ill-humor, 
if inſtead of treating the matter in 
Raillery, we ſhou d think in earneſt 
of revenging our ſelves on the ol⸗ 
fending Partys, who out of their 
ruſtick Ignorance, ill Judgment, 
or Incredulity, had detracted from 
our Rn e „ 
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- HOW hall we ſay chen? Dots 
it really deſerve” 1 0 be thus 
'concern'd about it? B che Woing 
Good for Glory's take, 0 diyine" % 
thing? Or is it not diviner,” 858 
lorions; even to . 


though} 
grat 
wholly inſenſible of che Good they 
receive 1 How comes it chen that 
what is ſo divine in us, ſho - 
loſe its Character in te 
Being? And that To 8 25 fi 
Deity is repreſented to us, he hon d 
more reſemble tlie weak, we 

and impotent part of our Nature, than 
the generous, manly, and divine? - 


ONE word think, my Lie, 
it were no hard thing to kid 
our own Weakneſſes at fitſt "light, 
and diſtinguiſh the Features of Hu- 
man Frailty, with which we are ſo 

H 2 well 
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15 and to theſe who die 


17 PET TEX 
well acquainted. | One wou d chink 
it were, eaſy to underſtand: that Pro- 
vocation and Offence, Anger, 1 

vengę, Jealouſy in t of 
aug ver, Love of e, Glory 
e like, belong only) to limited 
7255 and are — exclu- 
> Being, which, is Perfect and 
But if we have never 
el — our ſelves any Notion 
of what is morally excellent; or if 
we cannot truſt to that Reaſon 
which tells us, that nothing but 
what is ſo, can have place in the 
Deity; we can neither truſt to any 

thing that others relate of him, or 

that fimſelf reveals to us. We 
mult; be ſure. firſt, that he is good, 
and cannot deceive us. Wrhout 
this there can be no real Religious 
Faith or Confidence. Now if there 
be really. ſomething previous to Re- 
velation, ſome antecedent. Demon- 
ſtration of Reaſon, to aſſure 15 
that 
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K chat God is, and that he is ſo good 
„as not to deceive us; the ſame Rea- 
„ fon, if we will truſt to it, will 
prove to us that God is ſo good; 
„cas to exceed the very beſt of us in 
dB Goodneſs. And after this manner 
uwe can have no Dread or Su 
Aon to render us uneaſy: for ir is 
er Malice only, and not Goodneſs, that 
nM can make us afraid. '' - 


THERE is an odd way of 
Reaſoning, but in certain Diſtem- 
pers of Mind very ſovereign to thoſe 
who can apply it; and it is this. 
« There can be no Malice but 
«© where. Intereſts are oppos d. A 
< univerſal Being can have no In- 
« tereſt oppoſite; and therefore 
can have po Malice. If there be 
2 general Mind, it can have no 
particular Intereſt: But the general 
Good, or Good of the Whole, and 
its own private Good, muſt needs 


; | be 


= beſides, nor aim ut 


comfortable; and the Notion of 4 


| 


hag 
can un 


bore ond and the "aw. ſh 


N nor be frovok\ 
5 e y hg contrary 800 that wt 
have to confider; -- whether 


there M7 uch a thing as 2 Mind that 
has relation to the Whole,” or not. Pot 
if there be no Mind, we may com- 
fort our ſelves however; that NA. 
ture has no Malice: If chere be 
really 2 Mind, we may reſt ſatiſ- 
fy'd that it is che beſt⸗ natur d one 
in the world. The laſt Caſe ene 
wou d think ſhou'd be the meſt 
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common Parent, leſs frightful than 
that of forlorn Nature, and à fa- 
therleſs World. Tho, as Religion 
ſtands amongſt us, there are man 

good Peo le who wou d have leis 

fear in g thus expos d, and 
woud be eaher perha ps in in their 
Mind, if they were aſſur d they had 
aal mere Cliance to truſt to. For 
no 
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no body trembles to think that 
there ſhou d be no God; but that 
there ; ſhou'd be one. But this wou d 
be otherwiſe, if Deity were thought 
we cou d be perſuaded to believe, 
that if there really was a God, the 
higheſt Goodneſs muſt of neceſſity 
belong to him, without any of thoſe 
Defects of Paſſion, thoſe Meanneſſes 
and Imperfections which we ac» 
knowledg ſuch in our ſelves, which 
as good Men we endeavour all we 
can to be. ſuperior to, and which 
we find we every day conquer as 
we grow better. 20 


— 


ha”. © 


METHINKS, my Lord, .it- 
wou d be well for us, if before we 
aſcended into the higher Regions 
of Divinity, we wou d vouchſafe 
to deſcend a little into our ſelves, 
and beſtow ſome poor Thoughts 
upon plain honeſt Vion When 

we 
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we had once look'd into our ſelvti 
and diſtinguiſh'd' well che nature & 
our own Affections, we ſhou d pro- 
bably be fitter Judges of the Di 
vineneſs of a Character, and diſcem 
better what Affections were ſutable 
or unſutable to a perfect Being 
We might then underſtand how to 
love, and praiſe, when we had gain d 
ſome conſiſtent Notion of What 
was laudable or lovely. Otherwiſe we 
might chance to do God little ho- 
nor, when we intended him the 
moſt. For tis hard to imagine 
what honor can ariſe to the Deity 
from the Praiſes of Creatures; who 
are unable to diſcern what is praiſe 


worthy or excellent in their own 


kind. 


IF a Muſician were cryd up to 


the skys by a Set of People who 
had no Ear in Muſick, he wou'd 


ſurely be put to the bluſh, and cou'd 
| hardly, 
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hardly, with a good Countenance, 
accept the Benevolence of his Audi- 
tors, till they had acquird a more 
competent apprehenſion of him, and 
cou'd. by their own ſenſes find out 
ſomething that was really good in 
his — — (a Till this were 


tle Glory in the Caſe ; and the Mu- 
ſician, tho ever ſo vain, wou'd have 
little reaſon to be contented. 


we 
0 THOSE who affect Praiſe the 
„ moſt, had rather not be taken no- 


tice of, than be impertinently ap- 
plauded. I know not how it comes 
about, that he who is ſaid to do 
good the moſt diſintereſtedly, ſhou'd 
be thought deſirous of being prais'd 
ſo laviſhly, and be ſupposd to 
ſet ſo high a rate upon ſo cheap 
and low a thing as ignorant Com- 
mendation and forc d Applauſe. 


1 IT 


brought about, there wou'd be lit- 
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IT is not the ſame wich Good 


neſs as with other Qualitys, which 


we may underſtand very well; and 
yet nor poſſeſs. We may have an 
excellent Ear in Muſick, without 
being able to perform in any kind 
We may judg well of Poetry, wich. 
out being Poets, or poſſeſſing the 
leaſt of a Poetick Vein. But we 


can have no tolerable Notion d 


Goodneſs, without being tolerabſj 
good. So that if the Praiſe of 
Divine Being be ſo great a part d 
his Worſhip, we ſhou d, methinks 


learn Goodneſs, were it for nothing 


elſe but that we might learn 1 
praiſe : for the Praiſe of Goodneſ 


from an unſound hollow | Hean 


"muſt certainly make the greartel 


diſſonance in the world. 
Y 


OTHER Reaſons, my'*Lord, 


there are why this plain home-ſpun 


Philo- 
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F 


ſelves, may do us wond rous ſer- 
ich vice, in rectifying our Errors in 
e Religion. For there is a fort of 


Enthuſiaſm of ſecond hand. And 


when Men find no Commorions in 


I W chemſelves, no Pannick, that be- 
+ witches, em, they are apt ſtill, by 
ches che Teſtimony of others, to be im- 
vel pos d on, and led creduloully into 
he Belief of many falſe Miracles. 


And this Habit may make them * 
a very inconſtant Faith, eaſy to be 
carryd away with every Wind of 
Doctrine, and addicted to every 
upſtart Sect or Superſtition. But 


* the knowledg of our Paſſions in cheir 
"eo very Seeds, the meaſuring well the 
an Growth and Progreſs of Enthuſiaſm, 


and the judging rightly of its na- 
tural Force, and what command it 
has over our very Senſes, may teach 
us to oppoſe more ſucceſsfully thoſe 
Deluſions which come arm'd with 

bes of rhe 
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the ſpecious pretext of moral Cer- 
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tainty, and Matter of Fact. | 


THE new Propheſying Se 
which I made mention of above, 
pretend, it ſeems, among many o- 
ther Miracles, to have had a moſt 
ſignal one, acted premeditately, and 
with warning, before many hun- 
dreds of People, who actually give 
Teſtimony to the Truth of it. Bur 
I woud only ask, whether there $ 
were preſent, amongſt thoſe hun-. r 
dreds, any one Perſon, who havingW n 
never been of their Sect, or a 
dicted to their way, will give the v 
ſame Teſtimony with them? A 
muſt not be contented to ask, whe-· at 
ther ſuch a one had been wholly fre: ti 
of that particular Enthuſiaſm ; bur 
whether before that time he was 
eſteem d of ſo ſound a Judgment, 
and clear a Head, as to be wholly 
free of Melancholy, and in all like 

1 lihood 
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lihood incapable of all Enthuſiaſm 
beſides. For otherwiſe the Pannick 
may have been caught; the Evi- 
dence of the Senſes loſt, as in a 
Dream; and the Imagination ſo in- 
flam d, as in a moment to have 
burnt up every Particle of Judg- 
ment and Reaſon. The GW 
ble Matters lie prepar'd within, and 
ready to take 5 at a ſpark ; but 
chiefly: in a Multitude ſeiz d with that 
Spirit. No wonder if the Blaze a- 
riſes ſo of a ſudden ; when innu- 
merable Eyes glow with the Paſſion, 
and heaving Breaſts are laboring 
with Inſpiration: When not the 
Aſpe& only, but the very Breath 
and Exhalations of Men are infec- 
nous, and the inſpiring Diſeaſe im- 
parts it ſelf by nſenftble Tranſpi- 
ration. I am not a Divine good 
enough to reſolve what Spirit that 
was which provd ſo catching a- 
mongſt the antient Prophets, that 


even 
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575 Sad was wail 
it. But I learn from Holy Scrip- 
ture, that there was the evil, as 


well as the good Spirit of Prophecy. 
And I find by ren Experience, 


as well as by all Hiſtorys Sacred 
and Profane, that the Operation of 
this- Spirit 1s every where the ſame, 
as to the bodily Organs. 


A GENFLEMAN who has 
writ lately in defence of revivd 
Prophecy, and has fince fallen him- 


ſelf into the prophetick Extaſys, 
tells us, chat the antient Prophets 


had the Spirit of God upon them 
under Extaſy, with divers ſtrange 
Geſtures of Body denominating 
them Madmen (or Enthuſiaſts) as 
appears evidently, ſays he; in the 


| Inftances of Balaam, Saul, David, 


Exe liel, Daniel, &c. And he pro- 
ceeds to juſtify this by the Practice 
of the Apoſtolick Times, and by 

_ the 


"Ml 


© ” —D - 


- & * 
* * % > * * 
1 . 
— KK —— 2 — : 
— 1 


concerning ENTHUSTASM. 71 


che Regulation which the Apoſtle = 4 
Finke appli to thefe ſeemingly 
irregular Gifts, ſo frequent and or- | 
dinary (as our Author pretends) in = 
the primitive Church, on the firſt 4 
riſe and ſpreading of Chriſtianity. 


4 


| But I leave it to him to make the 


Reſemblance as well as he can be- 
tween his own and the Apoſtolick 
way. I oo know that the Symp- J | 
toms he deſcribes, and which him- © 
ſelf (poor Gentleman |!) labors un- 
der, are as Heatheniſh as he can poſ- 
fibly pretend them to be Chriſtian. 
And when I ſaw him lately under 

in Agitation (as they call it) uttering 
Prophecy in a pompous Latin Stile, 
of which out of his Extaſy it ſeems 

he is wholly incapable ; it brought 
into my mind the Latin Poet's De- 
ſcription of the Sybil, whoſe Agonys 
were ſo perfectly like theſe. 


Subito 
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— ubito non valtus, non color unus, 
Non comptæ manſere come ; ſed 25 
tus anhelum, 
Et rabie fera corda tument; majorque 
videri 

Nec mortale ſonans: _ afflata A5 N 
mine quando 

wy propiore Det——— 

Virg. En. Lib. Foy 


And again preſently after : 


—̃ — —Immans. in antro tr. 
Bacchatur Vates, magnum ſi fen er 
poſſit Of 
Excuſſi ſe Deum: tanto magis Ille fa- Ich 
tigat for 
Os rabidum, fera corda domans, fin ag 
gitque premendo. dei 
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Which is the very Stile of our ex- Me 
ah erienc d Authoy. © For the In- Pi 
iis *© ſpird (ſays he) undergo a Pro- ¶ uur 

a ©. bation, wherein the Spirit by fre- 
f quent 
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« Quetit' Apitzrich fee "che On, 
© ordinitily. for 4 Month or two 
« before Uttance. © 
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THE Roman Hiſtorian ſpeaking 
of a moſt horrible Enthuſiaſm that 
broke out in Rome ori before his 
days, deſctibes ,chis Spirit of Pro- 
phecy 35 Vi wos, velut mente capta, cum 
jaclatione fanatica corporis vaticinari. 
Lip. 39. The deteſtable Things 
that follow, I would not willingly 
tranſcribe: bur the Senate's mild Be- 
cree in fo exectable a Cafe, I can't 
omit copying; being ſatisfy d that 
tho your Lordſhip has read it be- 
fore now, you car read it again and 
again with admitation : In reliquum 
deinde (ſays Livy) S. C. cautum eff, 
Cc. Si. quis tale ſacrum ſolenne & 
Ke BY neceſſariinp duceret, nec fine Religione & 
- Piaculo ſe id omittere poſſe; apud Pra- 
- tore! Hrbanum profiteretur : Prator Se- 
- datum tonfuleret. Si ei permiſſum eſſet, 
1 K cum 
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cum in Senatu centum non minus e 


ita id | ſacrum faceret; dum ne 
quinque ſacrificio intereſſent, neu 
pecunia communis, neu quis 
ſacrorum, aut Sacerdes oe 


S0 neceſſary it is to give wa. 
to this Diſtemper of Enthuſiaſm 
that even that Philoſopher who 
bent the whole Force of his Phi 
loſophy againſt Superſtition, appear 
to 1 5 left room for . 00 
Fancy, and to have indirectly  tole- 
rated Enthuſiaſm. For it is hard to 
imagine that one who had ſo little 
Religious Faith as Epicurus, ſhoud 
have ſo vulgar a Credulity as to be: 
lieve thoſe accounts of Armys and 
Chſtles. in the Air, and ſuch. viſio 
nary Phenomena, Vet he - alloys 
them; and then thinks to ſolve em, 
by his EHuvia, and Aerial Looking. 
Glaſſes, and I know not what other 
Stuff : which his Latin Poet ROWAN 
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ſers off beautifully, as he does all. 


Ferrum Simulacra vagari 


Multa, modis multis, in cunctas won an 
partes 

Tenuia, que facile inter IL junguntur 
in auris, 

Obvia cum veniunt, ut aranea brac- 
teaque auri 


nnn 


„ * „ * * * * „ 
Centauros itaque, & Scyllarum Mem- 


bra videmus, 

Cerbereaſque canum facies, fimulacra- 
que eorum _ 

Quorum morte obita tellus amplectitur 
ofſa : 

Omne genus ur paßt im f mulacra 
eruntur, | 

Partim ſponte ſua qu fiunt gere in 
ipſo; 

Partim que variis ab rebus cumque 
recedunt. e 

Lucret. L. 4. 
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oh zl o Nu zd ng n 
TW As a ſign that this Philoſo- 
pher belie vd there was 2 K 


man Nature. He was ſo ſatisfy d 
that Men were inclin d to ſee Viſions, 
that rather than they fhoud go 
without, he choſe to make em to 
their hand. Tho he wou d not al. 
low. the Principles of Religion to 


allow chere was a wondrous Dulpo- 
ſition in Mankind towards {uperna- 
tural Objects ; and chat if theſe Ideas 
were vain, they were yet in a man- 
ner innate, or ſuch as Men were 
really born to, and cou'd hardly 
any means avoid. From. whic 
Conceſſion a Divine, methinks, 
might raiſe a good Argument againſt 


Uſefulneſs of Religion. But ſo it is: 
whether the matter of Apparition be 
true or falſe, che Symptoms are the 

ſame, 
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af Viſionary Spirit originally in Hu- 


be natural, he was forced tacitly to 


him, for the Truth as well as the 
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concemi 


ſame, and the Paſſion of equal force! 
in the Perſon who is Viſion⸗ſtruck. 
The 3 ow the _ were 
the Nymp of the Greeks. They 
were Perſons ſaid to have ſeen ſome 
Species of Divinity, as either ſome 
Rural Deity, ot Nymph, which threw” 
them into | fuch | Tranſports: as Over- 
came their Reaſon. The Extaſys 


expreſs d themſelves outwardly in 


Quakings, Tremblings, Toſſings of 
the Head and Limbs, n e and 
(as Livy calls them) Fanaticul Throws 
or Convulſions; extemporary Prayer, 
Prophecy, Singing, and the like. 
All Nations have their Lymphaticks of 
ſome kind or another; and all 
Churches (Heathen as well as Chriſ- 
tian) have had their Complaints 


againſt Fanaticiſm. 


ONE wou'd think the Antients 
imagin d this Diſeaſe had ſome rela- 
tion to that which they call'd Eydro- 

phoby. 
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parition, there follows always an 
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oby: | Whether che antient Lynphas! 


ticks had any way like that of biting. 
to communicate the Rage of thes 
Diſtemper, I can't ſo poſitively des: 
termine. But certain Fanaticks there 
have been ſince the time of the An- 
tients, who have had a molt proſ- 
perous Faculty of communicating 
the Appetite of the Teeth. For ſince 
firſt the ſnappiſh Spirit got up in I 4 
Religion, all Sects have been at it, 
as they ſay, Tooth and Nail; and are 
never — pleas d than in worrying 
one another without mercy. 0 


50 far indeed the innocent kind 
of Fanaticiſm extends it ſelf, that 
when the Party is ſtruck by the Ap- 


the ſame fire in other Breaſts. For 
thus Poets are Fanaticks too. And 
thus Horace either is, or feigns him- 
ſelf Lymphatick, and ſhews what an 

Effect 
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Itch of imparting it, and kindling 
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Bacchus had on him. 4 Dae froh! 


6 V Idi docentem, credite poſteri, wil 
x NYMP H ASque diſcentes, * 
Eve ! recenti mens trepidat metu, 
Plenoque Bacchi pectore turbidum 
LYMP HATUR——— as 
Heinſius reads: Od. 19. ei 


NO Poet (as I ventur'd to ſay 
at firſt to your Lordſhip) can do 
any thing great in his own Way, 
without the Imagination or Suppo- 
ſition of - a Divine Preſence, which 
may raiſe him to ſome degree of 
this Paſſion we are {peaking of. Even 
the cold Lucretius makes uſe of In- 
ſpiration, when he writes againſt it; 
and is forc d to raiſe an Apparition 
of Nature, in a Divine Form, to 
animate and conduct him in his very 
Work of degrading Nature, and 

"ns deſpoiling 
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TH E only thing: 4:iwou'd: "ine 11 
** all this is, that Enthuſiaſm 


wonderfully. powerful and extenſive? Mo, 
* thar it is a matter of nice Judg: wa 
ment, and the hardeſt thing in ehe 


world 
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world to know fully and diſtin 

fince even Atheiſm is n&t* + 7 
from it. For, as ſome have well 
fematk d, chere Have [eel Erichut- __ 
ſaſtical Atheiſts. Nor tan Divine 
ſnſpiratio oath by its utwatdd Marks, 
be eaſily 'd from it EPO 
laſpirariot i is a pn feeling of the 
Divine Preſence, and Enthifiaſin' 2 
falſe one. But che Paffion tlley rats 
is much alike: For when fle Mind 
is taken up' in Viſion,” and fixes ity 
view either on any real 'Obje&,''vr 
mere Spectre of Divinity; when it 
ſees, or thinks it ſees 4 ih ing 4 oy 
digious, and more than 3 — Ly 
Horror, Delight, Cotifuſion, Fear! 
* Admiration, or whatever Paſſion bes. 
+ Wongs to it, Or is uppermoſt on this 
occaſion, Ps gk haye n vaſt; 
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Orators, „e. 4.4439 
loſoph hers chemſelves. %E can. on 
of: ur, own. accord, forbear 

(og to an | Enthuſiaſm, * 
Do, ws © 
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our N | others ; this is 
great Work, and by this means ' alone of 


WE can hops. 9 wad de Fur 
fo Jed the. mul * whether they: are, of 
Foe „ We,m firlt judg our 1 1 
eee e 2 
1 7 whether it be t to judg at All , 
by being ſedate, cool, and impax: 
tial; free of uy hyaſſing Pa 
every $ddy.V apor, or. melancholy 
Fume.: This is the, firſt Knowledg 
and previous J udgment: to 'undete 
ſtand our ſelves, and. know what Spirit. 
we are H. Afterwards; we may judg 
the Spirit in others, conſider what 
their perſonal Merit is, and prove 
the Validity of their Teſtimony by 
the Solidity of their Brain. By this 
means we may Ne our {elves 
with ſome Antidote againſt Enthu 
ſiaſm. And this is what I have is... 
affirm is beſt perform'd by keeping * 
to Good Humor. For otherwiſe the * 
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